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****************************** 

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Delegates,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and the Ministry of 

Social Development and Human Security of Thailand, it is a great 

honour or me to address all distinguished guests and participants from 

twenty-one (21) APEC economies in the fourteenth (14
th

 ) Meeting of 

the Women Leaders’ Network (WLN).  

 

Let me take this opportunity to congratulate our Singaporean host 

for your excellent organization of the APEC meeting in this challenging 

year.    Truly, the recent financial crisis has been one of the worst in this 

century.    It has hit virtually all sectors, and rendered tremendous effects 

all over the world.    In Thailand, numbers of businesses have to be 

closed down.   The value of total exportation in the year 2008 has 

dropped by 18.6%, while the total investment has shrunk by forty 

percent (40%). 
1
 

 

However, like wise people often said that ‘every cloud has a silver 

lining,’ even in the time of crisis, businesses in Thailand still have 

hopes. That is to say, when giant businesses fail and many employees 

lost their status, there are optimistic people who think that ‘Oh, so the 

time has come for me to start a business of my own! 

           From this …  
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From this simple thought, the number of SMEs in Thailand has grown 

steadily from the year two-thousand-and-four (2004) till now. Recent statistics 

show that there are approximately two-million-fifty-thousand (2,500,000) 

small and medium enterprises (SMEs) , which compose ninety-nine percent 

(99 %) of all enterprises in Thailand. 
2
 In the year two-thousand and seven 

(2007), the  total GDP value of SMEs is more than three-trillion (3,000,000-

million) baht, or approximately eighty-six thousand  US dollars (86,000 USD), 

which is thirty-eight point two percent (38.2%) of the national  Gross Domestic 

Products (GDP).
3
  

 

Of all these amazing numbers, it is even more amazing to know 

that women entrepreneurs comprise of almost half the numbers.
4
 

Therefore, it is not too much to say that women are the driving force of 

Thailand’s economy. The rise of Thai women entrepreneurs is a real 

silver lining that shines the way forward a brighter future of Thailand’s 

economy, as well as the APEC region, as women entrepreneurs 

nowadays do not merely set their aim at the national level anymore. You 

can see, for instance, that the Thai delegation joining WLN meeting 

each year is clearly outnumbered by women.  This is a good sign that 

you will see more and more of Thai women entrepreneurs and their 

products in the global market.    And I hope that you would welcome 

them as partners in strengthening the APEC economies.  

 

As the Minister of Social Development and Human Security, 

though my ministry is not directly in charge of the economic sector, the 

fact that gender is a cross-cutting issue impels us to consider the role of 

women as a driving force of  the economy, especially  women in SMEs 

and micro-enterprises. For this reason, high priority has been given to  
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        the promotion… 

 

the promotion of women’s participation in the economy, which is one of 

the main strategies in the Thai Women’s Development Plan in the 10
th
 

National Economic and Social Development Plan (Two-thousand and 

seven to two-thousand and eleven - 2007 – 2011)
5
.   

 

This strategy aims at the promotion of equal opportunities and 

accesses to economic benefits for women, as well as the protection of 

their economic and social rights and security.  At present, the Ministry 

of Social Development and Human Security is cooperating with other 

units and ministries concerned, such as the Ministry of Commerce and 

the Ministry of Industry in Thailand, in promoting the implementation of 

this strategy through numbers of projects.  Examples are the capacity-

building project for women entrepreneurs, the project to promote 

business opportunities for women, and the project to promote women’s 

economic protection mechanism. 

 

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Considering the rise of women entrepreneurs and their contribution 

to the global economy, it is time for business men to recognize women 

entrepreneurs as equal partners, if not the better halves, in reconstructing 

the post-crisis economy. The role of Thai women in SMEs in 

contributing to our national economy right now is a trend that we must 

keep our eyes on, and support them to do their best.  My presence here 

also aim to learn from you the best practices and experiences in 

promoting the women’s capacity and business opportunities  that may be 

applied to Thailand. Sensing the enthusiasm and liveliness of women in 

this hall, I firmly believe that my delegation will gain many fruitful 

experiences that will be translated into practical policies and actions.  

 

Thank you very much.  

                                                   

5
 #
 �.B��6��$���
?-��	��& + ��
�,�1�C����
�7��"�
�,�1�C���$
D�	���� ��
)��-"
���� /�����& @( :.��	"  

	�
�"
��
��	�
���"��
"����
�$
D�	����
��
�  


